
Senator Slap, Representative Elliott, and Members of the Higher Education and Employment 
Advancement Committee, 
 
My name is Ira Rubenzahl.  I am a resident of West Hartford having worked for 40 years wor as 
a community college faculty member and administrator including being President of Capital 
Community in Hartford from 1996 to 2004 and the President of Springfield Technical 
Community College in Springfield, Mass. from 2004 to 2016. 
 
I am here today to testify in support of HB 5300, An Act Requiring Legislative Approval For the 
Merger or Closing of Institutions Within the Connecticut State Colleges and Universities and 
Prohibiting the Consolidation of the Regional-Technical Colleges. This bill provides necessary 
legislative oversight of any merger within the CSCU System, a power that the elected 
Legislature not appointed bureaucrats should hold.  
 
As a taxpayer and former community college faculty member and administrator, I am appalled 
by the increase in administrators and the accompanying cost that has already occurred within 
the CSCU as they plan for consolidation. In general, the management model that the CSCU is 
pursuing is to remove staff from the campus level where they can serve students and move 
them to a central location removed from daily student contact.  
 
Through HB 5300, the Legislature can take charge of the consolidation process.  I challenge you 
as Legislators to exam carefully the plans of CSCU to determine whether they will advance the 
education of community college students and the interests of the State. If you do so, I am 
convinced that you will conclude that the consolidation plans are a waste of energy, time and 
money.  CSCU should be working to improve community college education and increasing 
services to students, not building a larger and more cumbersome administrative structure. 
 
I urge the committee to support HB 5300 and work for its passage in the Legislature. 
 
 
 


